
IS ? CLITT STICK.
lCorn.111.1

A 1 »???-lr hsmW ni ? depth« of a ??t?-
f*tat. pine, ?????. It r-oneist· of trai ÊYS
low l'tittar»"·. built "t rough stone« and
thali-li···! with straw. K«>r light the |>ea-
¦parit.s hiirii inn« logs ii|*m the hforth.
She flick-Ting greeun of their r«-«l flame«
atunes thron·;), the t-t????? uiiiilow·* an«l is

Inat in the cln-Tin <>f the G«·«-»»«!. The sutn-

??t night i« dark with rlonds, nnd the
m««'n husixt vet risen. Th· wtnd BOOgha
Softly .»ver tin t.jivof the pine«, oth···*-
wi-K» all around rBSfRI Uie compietesi still*
? · ¦.

In A «mrul room in «me of the rotulea
f men sit ??G·»???«-| ? isMUrl». tabi«» *·.?_>??,'
sards by tl·»· light <>f ?«'· pine log

in w.ssU'ii pipes. They »real!
of them <>t iniddli» .4.··, I»e4vveen lorty Htnl
flft\. brorwned with tiie sun an«! the wind.
??· ss ffutf. «r« covered with
wrinkles and their iTr-tlin·- hait ?* mit

shirt. li»e\ irearrooghly-knitted, home-
¦BMR Jsnaga, and eri larvi

»1 the room a woman sits <.n

a**i«i'· «.«si. reeking with herf«>"t aeradle
in which a bah] 1- Mloep. Two bigger
nhilir n sleep >¦ the 1h>,| behind her
W<-man has a rre-arv 111 her Iih.hIs und is
telling her I·*·.*»!·.. The men do
·» ->?·a?*?»*·? the gatn·· TiNinire* it.

ire playing fer marks only, whicb thej
.· *\ith ? pine· <»f <?? «Ik opon the t^i.i

The monotonous ama boor
or r

" ahile, the woman ha* laid
tariseli d bednnd gone t>

..th th«· old rooden
ri··» k strike· 11 with adullaonndi
Mine ":»' "i" cricked

«.«iminuiid tha men ii·*«· al
1 Bt-ihs bench and shoffl' ? the
1
? in- last of them, a man "f middle

>. carefully
- the owni r

C«'tt ?

lited in the
littit h:ul in his

r
· h Lui;;, '»eut in

. f..nn of ? ,·?!«·. All wore
BomKhinc fastened si th. ir id-- which
; I keal ig. WhenHkokanhadtaken
1 ·.·' ander the avi - 1« little, row
It:· and another ss-ng pole, he
also faetenr-d ¦ I
lie whisthvl ·.¦ a nail «log to come mit of

1¡. ad 1, ft the yard
t tbe gate

f should Dot gel out.
ro nl ¡it on« ··. thi

nn Itof the branches ofthe
pr-
;,;i ot half mi hour they ·*·

on metimei throngh
t

, the branch« 1 ol the
ip'·- ?.-??! rough!· against their

throngh ths thi
I.

1 in ? low voice, " we

»Aill si shall
.*· r."

? In
it k.

*¦ Li»t wenl «»n Hkokan, " I
nei«· b< ai ? ? *renort, .'ou ki i»w, mites,

I n p r·, n· »w net si

naught any ol us. Bul yesterday evening
1 niithing."

·* >\ imi then ?" asked two
third man was silent.

? n ki who was m·.·

wifi s tri« nl. ?- m -?-t??« «· with t li«· bai
ntedagain the t«"

Vi
t?? vnfe went with her t».

\ ild h« r thai they
s ? - ; ou, /ink»».

. lay morning you were
talking for al t the ballili and
th-

III·· inali wh" had hitherto kept silence
an·' kly, " I went to the office to

« thai you wi ri¬

ti ·

'.¦I by a wo-
1 eeredthe man who «.is

I. ''All thi·.-·· years we have
Worked together you bare never «I

was there only by
lililí« · .*'

"· ?a · 11, mate, I did think it was just wo»
s chatter." agre« ? Hkokan.

"Idon'l behove it." '"Noi I," said the
othi r t \s ·.

*· I have only told you, mate that tlmr«·
was».anel hing said," replied Hkokan easily.
" Now ? .·· .ool, lei us go i. v\ 1 » t., the
m« r«·. We 'in juiiii' the stream easily ju^t
l»el"« 1

lit«· men wit·· bow-hen, and to-night
wer«» going to catch '.tr*> in one ol the
Co Th« \ had been thither
often· Doonfa befara,they und the villagors,
t,·". For they all poached in winter game
and In the summer carp ; stealing

ht. when the moou rose hu··, from ti.'ir
m the lonely woo 1-,

tiiriiut dawn, soaking wet,and numbed
b cold beni sometunea a it h t he a

of the ' arp In ' their backs, and
li tin calti of a gunshot, an

!-«>; behind tnem "ii the
bl· od t·. ?. ir ? tin ir

tin a îiiiui ne.« 1 came
boin·· r.t idi.
Many of tli"iii had ??> oc ,is¡«.n t" poach.

They could live well enongh mi th«
dnoe of their 1.« Ids and meadows. Hut the
1 lehing was .1 passion with them. Of
them all tl md the raosl ex-

\·..?- the limning Hk·! What
a Dumber of onru tlr.it nans bad tal ?·? home

mtheConnti tlsb-pontl. for his chil¬
dren t" fe also secretl· t »ok
th·· li-I. round t r sale. The neighboring

l»"tiu'lit them fol
the Bchoolmn-U rnetimes tl.·· gen¬
tlefolks in the neighboring towns,
n.«.. rade *.·. itfa the » lount's carp

Wim and his ir »mpanions were pil
u nice little Leap 01 florin«, 1 be
ambition of th··
to« ? in tn·· act. Bui all their
ing« ?..?·?? hitherto in vain, He
al*sa. - L·-? a«ß*.

?.··? throngb
the dark to the edge ol Ihe sir. am. Thej
knew the place well. Threeof them had
ali· I th« brook. Only /ink*
remained oped too, but,

alii ndden
|Min. Ihe mt he

.1 rit.
"What's happent I, Zinks." -v-k«··! Sk>>-

k
" 1 inni·" d mi the stump of a tit

han· nni
it, In· bad .trini·»· 1 barefoot« d on tin-

stump »\ h.? ? had been
sawn hall I sharp
spi up li k»* u finger, and had

" It pains me fearfully." moaned Zinka.
? about

1 .in im h» \s nl«· Iroin tin» « dge f \.
ind gave il t iZinka, who bound hisvi
with it, and, baring pi« ked np bis rods,
linii.'-d after nie mal

'* ??? «"lind will
md after a few days il will be quite well,"
In» eomfortod hiln- It. hetirilig tin·
pain with thi·«!'· 1 idiilonouh.v of a rough

ire, ii-'t ili * that
he had something .1 r than the pam

li " had
mt donn 1 is wound «- come

n him for the treachery of which ho
. for In·

was lend hnd
pot, · - a L I, and mori·

1 Id, faithful, true mate
in, into a tri·» \s'uih the Count's

lint's liiiiliff
«¦¦.in t·· lin office, and

i.d to him «Irvlv and shortly
the world km»«- that you

poach « » you will imi
telina when and where Hkokan .·
th« ii b, so tin ik. I.im In the let.

Und··! rsooting ri'iiml
f«>rth ? "in only

¦'·. we a dl h ?»,e him en-
? chance »it hi

<»ff. Vim will noi ?, _Snka, for four-
igain."

ruck /lnkti dumb.
. u will t« 11 us." continued

th·· Bailiff, a b« s I where
r »1 we catch him, I

ription
?
Zini .1 m. chil

ind often
thej st bow they would

l_ui cotte ai d man .¦ bim, ami
I Up whether tin \ had rat I.?

iv ihey hud their
Ute' s:nai'

daugbl r who would do for him. Elut the

/.tiika km w verj w< 11 that b« ???? l·· en
i'l odtn aritb tl

: bing, and tb » nl of re-
11?1? would

musi iK'tr« 1 and faithful
mate. <ii> out of th·-
m 1. In thai Ziitka *,\\\ no hm

him I··
u esl t.» /mka the

Kill.

The «· nifliel p? nil was
Hkokan

tat'd Ih· l'urlili «aw it,and began todc-
icribe t·» hiui tin

" For
t liff. "a

r. to he
led vsilh »WOl and the

l»a«k utili! hi
ue home

s, »jiL null or without aw orinple,
JiHinl.
" Vonr Honor,' l.r«»ke in the «

poor, ternied Zinka, "the Lurd's will
must be doi - a meati, sliamel'ul
deed. 1 know it. Uui I'll do this to saw

my son. It would bt the death of his mo¬
ther if thev took him away."

'Ihe llailitT aniile.l qatetly, putted th««
?«, u li.'f on th«*· shnuhb-r. ami unid: "Toil

¦...I an.l Worthy tenant of hia lord¬
ship's to k'ive informilikmi against these
P·· .pi·* who rob him. Now, tell me when
ami where will SkoVan M «oing for tho
fish?'*

' Honor, to-morrow at midnight we
bv· fotef «i-.wn ?.« the Ms raer·,"replied
the posehcr in a trembling m

M.· f.'lt a« if at that moment, iii«. h«*art
aahad in a m«-··.

i. Thafuraaterwill attend to it.
'.t Sk"kaii is caught they will let you go.
Ami." be added, "they will know Bkokau
i>> ins limp." Imo baohangedh-B threat¬
ening tone to ? pleasant one and sat the

Baying: " We will g.'t
vmir sun put dnwn «>n ihe list n- abort·

uni hewillbeclear of tb«
timi for ever."
Zinka thanked him for bla kimlrx ¦«*-. He

had al ill to explain whichwar th.· poachers
wonld approach the mere. After that tbe
Ba lil l-1
On his way home Zinka w very un¬

happy about having botra ite, bul
h«· «lut bis beat to cornioli him
atMBMBce tbat what he bad d
duty to But not a word did he say
abootwhatl neither to Ins son

nor t·· b '? nov> be wa· on hia
nere with his mates, with

Sk ?. in. whom t warm· ini had
I, but who nevertheloea, believing in

: en tbe warn·
ing im credei ·- trm ted

? ·\ ik »ml Jaroah. Zinka waa
it, and it pained linn tin« ¡nor.· that.
betrayed b
were making their way now through

tii'i.i the higher
.round. A few hundre t they
were on t if thowoou. A narrow
ribbon of meadow lay before them, ?
vond it, ? reed ,

t' the wide mere; black,
··.¦ ·, wii u thick,

«link ii h which the ray« of the
;', glimmered only

¦. Two of the
poachers undid th« bundle of rodi
they had brought, bound them ia pair«., in

nd fastened upon
their ends sti h th >ok oui
of theil meted

he two polea.
A few ken softly, and then they
sil«ntly trays to the dif¬
ferent

? Km·,'in a hollow, was in the
whose

ut«"d to th.
-.? lav toward tl

? be i··
amaine! the Bpea of

and wit h with tho net.
de w« ?·- Zinka and Novak.

ot the piai
a pati» into

it in the thick.

around th« ·' ol, and in the
·??!!··\.

sit· ly the
tormei I ut he

'hut hn 1 ¦¦ hi·.
but

t hen hi Ider the
? years1 militar· s« rrien and the lost

1 Ii ._·--. \. hen he ? eached tl
the chill of the wat« r trat tunfò.
hia f."·· r· il bio· >d. Only lift··

r, where the
carp come to
[Kiachera let down their int.. in
wben they bort tun« lifted
troni the water, 11.
lar.'·* '.

s hand tremble
slippery carp on nd put them
into hi- bag. Ivi

thatth biding
the alii« rs wo il i present

1ve» bifore his ?
ned with pleasure al t h« sizi of the

--...kan and Jarosh were fortunate,
In both -id * ol the water th.* carp

w« re travelling rapidly out of th« ?
their lord and musi r, the Count, into the

In the «.ili· " round the mere noi a sound
of In ù wa audible only the

aa did tl
the tangled 1 the willows bend.

..n «i\« the rushc·. an 1 at a lini«·
the ceaseless whispering of the

pine for« -t waa audible. The am
quick eves «H the

; ?,id to the gloom, and
practiced! to recognize objecta in the dark.

¡-? stoh around, »sen at
the busiest moments "t their labor,

keenly, and seconded by sharp
bearing, to observe the approach of

Suddenly the h«'"t of an owl
ifthrough the silence of the night.

it Boated over to Zinka and Novak from
.!¡. Bolb "t them instantly, as if

they had been struck by a shot from an
invisible weapon, dropped th.-ir lish.

down to their necks in tbe
and hid themselves againal the

high reeds. A shorl unit' and again
the hool v«:is repeated. Novak, crouched
against the re ·!>, softlj and s-il.-nt \-

the net t·· himself, cut ofl the
¡,· ¡i tin the rodswith a hu :;>.;<:¡·! twist« 1
it around his neck. Then he softly 1« the
rods and the ? ile go in the water. He
knewtl of the owl had really

>k 'Kan, who, in a dim shimmer
of the ?.n'araj's peeping for a moment
through th« torn clouds with his
quick ? um« >ii«_r the
branches of the alders. In an instant he
had guessed that the mere was surrounded
and had given the owl'i bool as a warning
si'.'ii to his companions to take (light.

h reeds the
poach« ¦·.«. I what was be¬
ing done around th«· mere. They could
not ?. the gamekeepers creeping ntu
ni the thick bushes p both aides near
the apex of the mere, nor how they came
along the banks tu .adir to cut off the n·-

the woods,
forester ami tbe gamekeepers, in the

banda of one of win.m tin· long gun had
ed, wait'-d, listening breath!«

hear the watei splash somewhere in tbe
pooL Ihey hod recognized the owl'i hool
aa an imitation, and anew that that was a

sign for flight among the poachers, whom
rive and wad·' into tbe

I [be one of tin·m who recognized thi
limping Skok.iii had permi sion from the
forester toabootat him. .Vit he others they
were not to shoot under any circumstances.

I h·· poachers, guessing that tne game-
v.. ¡.? rt would wait for th« m near tin· up¬
per part of the pool, crouching down to

their necks in the water, waded cautiously
along by the roods in nn eastward direction,
downward toward the dam. in hope oi
getting out «? the mere and taking flight to
the wood.
Having their baga lill«"l with carp was

not to be thought of. They let them go
in the water and ilu- carp struggled and
wriggled in the bags until they succeeded
at last in getting
went in.
Softly and cautioualy the poachers crept

along through the water, ao as noi to dis¬
turb it, leat thej should be betrayed by the
splashing. Skokan and Jarosn, having

u ? ol all about .? tbouaai
ide of the ? >hea, crept out after·

ward iato tbe deep. There, hidden by
irkneae and l·· the miat that arose

from the mer.· they swam silently
straight forward in the il.nk. where
it was imp..· ¡ble ?"G any human aye
to .ics.tv them from thu bank, down¬
ward toward th·· «lam. When thev
reached it th.-y crept in among the a*.

aahed tía-ir way through them to
tin tup ot the dam. croaaed it OB all-lours,
uml slipped down l-elund int«. the thicket,
where th« y were safe. They were not to¬
gether. Neither kn>*w- anything >.t' th.
othor. Bkokan, with hi- lame leg, had
«lr.ipi>«SHl behind in swimming. At thatmo¬
ment the wind ini an instant cleared th.·

!:unt tbe >l.\ around the moon, and
the moon, a few day· past the full, abone
out clear over Um mere and thu wide
Wood-,
On the southern side of the mere, about

nurtothe dam, Novak crept out of
the manee, leaped up on the hank, andlike

ned stag shot with monster strides
the meadow into the woods and dis-
d. The gamekeepers siw him
luit ? was imposaible to catch him.

/.uika, tOO, had crept far from the place
they had caught the carp and waited

for the clouda to oover the moon to take a
Buhl to the woods. Ho waa greatly

diatreoaed, both witb anxiety anrät Ins
companions «nd with th« pain that his

gave him. I'm· bandage hail slipped
ofl it and the -and and the mud had got m.

Ili« foot had swollen considerably, and
I un ¡ly that in.'.-e than

? ining. Ho wetted
his fa«·«« witb the cold water to keep
iwu n of faintnnaa M.-an-
while be awaited momentarily, witb ß

íi terror, the report of agan, which
briag down one <·? hia matea either
aarth or to the depths of tbe mer««.
·.·¦(! up to lits neek iii th·· water
tbe lofty reeds, hu folded hisbands,

? with the cold water, and, looking
up into tho sky, in which the black clouds
hurried in d rom west I

? with a ·* ild 1« ?
"Oh. (.io«), givo my in.it.'s a »Ì

getting awaj safely '. "
beavy cloud, railed the
ruble darkness. Ziaka

If. Hut hi-ari-.li had he fot
upon his feet when h<· boeaaa ¡«war«· «>f a
burning pain which stnmirl to mount from

und to bin bead. H wa*· impossible
1 up.m that foot. But tly he must !

would h htm ?» if he
ut but that be dared not do. leal

his mate), «.bould knuw.tlmt he had betray¬
ed them.

Animus to avail himself <«f th·· momentary
gloom, he wnded eautioualy ool of the wn»
tet »nd th" think, stii-kv mud, and, ?
with bis hands the rustling n-eils, ·¦¦¦

at length <>n th«· high bank, and, limping,
made his way with ? toward the
woods.
Hnddenly ngiiin the cloud* broke The

inoiiii shon· out in till h· r

lighting the mysteriongleaming Iu silver thr lernere

rippUng beneath the wind. The sudden
brightness filled : »r i*i<li

With u great istened
with nil bis Btrength his belting
¦-?· ne, It ti si

1 in his eyes. In th« quiet
of ih·· nlglil th·· report of ? gun
ran;? out startlingly in. rolled on. re-

till U
finally died an u ¦· ¦· ifter pio

tumbled aa if ¦· had bt en
struck bj lightn nn In th«

( rav u by » thicket. .-·

times h himself by an effort, bul
broke

from bis lip uiel and be

Kent tb« pise« fr >m wl en«
ndpd and

swered
hunt wai ended.
At tin» bead of the m« re tin-

and wo round
red

·· us no

rouhl«. '

·' He rolled over; didn't you
-'Atls

give evidence again.-)! them,« r more likely,
try to revenge nini

woods.
? in· r· port of tir·· gun made tl

poachers hidden in the thickets start, ill
ofthem panions

¦t nt. Hkokan
ander the dam, knew I

must have 1···· a fired al Zinka or
Novak, being nearer, was sin«· tliat ? waa

an hour passed. Novak Ii
anxiously to bssut
i. .·¦ | ..-r were really gone, mdbearii
thing more of thei I out ?

the thicket ll·· was soaked to tb
ivering with leur and cold

tiously he looked aronnd be
sudd« nly stopped, rooted to thi
with horror, k bon
with uncov« :

thicket. He «as pri
.. .· and mournini

i". ked himself froi left, " < ». nij

back, and his hand dropped
i· s.

u! more clearly,

iSudd«

and ran wil li linn to 1 he wood
la d In rn don n again upon

him
"Wh tided?"
"Oi tb« r·. '¦ ido. in the ribs." whis-

¡ er« d Zinka, anil added " ?
lîod

"I shan
have

wollen bands t.. Ins
l, "Tu

no!"

took oui of his poekcl u well*

drive oui b
Zinkfl

hand, lifts ith, and u<

.wallow« d tb

the evil coi
'"Iti

a sad smile he wenl on ""I
gone ...k·· 111

coughed I ran oui of hii
un'in h.

.!¦ imitated the hool
owl, and this time t he cry w
from a short distune«. The boughs of the

rustled, sud presenti* Hkokan ap-
pushing his way through the un¬

derwood.
"Zinka ! ai reci ived the whole cha

bis longs," Novak whispered into Hkokan's
«.ar. "Iti ms to me they
him."

rig: "It* i.

Zinka, t'· « ling with his lefl
dar! ton« h< d Hkokan's fa« e. It <
touch of a hand of ice, and
jointedly.

·* Mate you're slit e please ?
give for Tommy's sake only chili
teen years the mutici

lie could sat no more. There was a dull,
. sound in hi throat. Skokai

find ii" meaning in h swords. Leaning to-
tiovak, be whi i>« rid:

" II«· d«
know what be is saying he is d«
Hpr« ad oui tho n te, and we w ill tal

They epread out the nets,
from their necks and la* ing I h< ?

he ol her on t
th. .n to I alf their iid the
!;· Ipl« ? ·!..? in tin-in,

nets, and pi depth
of the w.I. There they founds narrow
path whi« ii wound lik·
time had thej taken their wa> along it,

it of the li
had stolen, five times the; hod led or car¬
ried bom« a wounded

/.inka half lay and ball sal in tl
Now and then he sighed, and tbe rattling
sound was auilible m his throat. ?

?·, led thus for half an hour through the
pur! "t the wood, where the rays

of ti:.· moòn were nnable to piei
branches, though she ehone now brightly.
Presently, again. Zinks begin to murmur
some unintelligible words.

·* Keep quiet, mate," "-aid E
"You'll be all right presently."i-rmed tirar Zinka beard, f« r he r.·-

mained still. The poachers hastened as

much as tin y could. At last alight ap¬
peared before them,and after a litt
they were on the edge of the v..1. Tin
moon shone do'.vn clearly with
lighl. th« «?ind had dropped,
Where the pathlaid down their burden on

grass, moistened m ith d« w.

light fell straight on Zinka's face. It was
ns white as linen. A face carved in ivor**
might havo looked »-·>. With ? sudden
star! Hkokan pul h hand to i!

cheek. It was.old as ice, stiff, and stark.
In the glassy e.i .·. hat .ecmed t" star* fron
ii> socket, he dim moonlight ?

itself glitte] ngly.
** Jesus Mai ial il all op v. ith hii

claimed Bkokan.
Starting' up. Novak BUgbt his huir with

both his ii.nuts, as it h«· would with ..

wrench t«aar it from his skull.
·' The woman and the lad will g

.-aid Novak. He was sileni for a
nnd then asked, more as if speaking to him¬
self than t" ins mate, "Bui bow did the
gamekeepers guess thai we were go

" lie stooped, and contin
¦ cautious voice, alinoal ired 1< I
th·· dead man should lienr his word·-;
"Hkokan,what Frantishka
tin n.

·* 1 thoughl "f that, mil
known," aaid Bkokan, as if ?· *11_ to judge
tin- dead man.
"You are the stranger,"1 said Bkokan.

"Carrv him li..m«·. IV not far, 1 will
goni front and tell his wife that thi
been mi accident."
He rosi· from the groui

limited in it.
Noi .d» drew together the four eornen of

ß .lids, knell down by
id thin turning away from il

drew p up ii'ioii his back, ro
If, and pi.sed ? v. ith his burden

along th« On his right the headend
one hand of tin· «bad man bung OUl of tin·
mt. On the other side jogged
foot. And at the sunn» time in the dim

? of the wood sounded the melodious
Bong of tbe thrush welcoming tbeapproach·
inn lawn.
He was BOon in .-¡'.lit of the r

Airead] a fire had been lighted in one of
them. Toward that he directed his step·.
Boms dog -, i'.irkni;· wildly, ran OUl I
lii'ii, t! bum, vu r

and sniffed at bis burden. Prom tin» .-"t-

tage Bkokan came out to meel him, and
they bothol then took the dead man in
their arms.

" They think he is only wounded,** whis¬
pered Bkokan hurriedly.

? woman half dressed, barefooted, and
with her Imr in wild disorder, followed
aim.ist at skukMii's heels, p waaZinka's
»Ail.·. Sht.' had ln-r SOU with her, and from
the lips ..? both of tin-in broke the wild,
beart-pieroii Kariel
J" »<·|>1? ! "

? h«· «railing Boa hi Iped ths pom
"IalwH>h told him il would ond like this

«'tie day," aaid the woman, and iiillín ·

him ".iosij · down
h· r hami to 1

In Ku matant .-in· drew
I hi I mate in the

little room, where the flickering, restie··
riamo of the resinous pine danced on th«
hearth. They laid him on a bed, ?
look at the «?«·*»}· h now tho
red thune ot iht» pin« w.wJ . ictured itself,

sparkling and glistening, as the moonlight
bad diiii'* m the ruad, nnd woman ai
as if a flash of lightning had Btruoh them
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